
“Fix Up Strategies” for Comprehension

Good readers rely on a variety of strategies that help them monitor whether they are
understanding or comprehending what they’re reading.  Here are a variety of strategies
that can be used:

1. Click and clunk strategy:  The click and clunk refer to a car. When it’s moving along
well, the car is “clicking away” with no problems. When something goes wrong with the
car, there’s a “clunk.” Sometimes, readers move along well until they hit a clunk. That’s
a good time to use a sticky note marked with a question mark to place on the page. The
reader can go back and re-visit it after reading further on or by asking for assistance.

2. Look at the pictures: Often, adults are tempted to cover up the pictures to ensure
that the child is “reading the words” but looking at the picture is an important part of
reading too!  It offers contextual cues that may help the child determine a word or
understand a whole passage.

3. Read on and come back: Sometimes it helps to skip over the part that’s difficult to
understand and to keep on reading.  The child can then go back and re-read the
difficult passage and see if they can understand it based on the new information.

4. Change chunking of words and phrases: Ensure your child is properly using the
punctuation.  Commas and periods are obvious clues as to where they need to pause or
stop, as this “chunking” of information can sometimes change the meaning of a
sentence.

5. Look at the title or sub-titles for clues
6. Slow down or speed up
7. Create a mental picture
8. Discuss the confusing part with someone: Talk about it! “What do you think it means?”

Get them to explain it.  “How did you get that idea?”

For readers who are really struggling with meaning, you can monitor their
comprehension by asking them to:

a) Read all the words that they would be able to cover up with their hand.
b) Cover up the words.
c) Remember what they read.
d) Retell it!
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